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In discussions during a meeting of the Socialist International's Committee for Latin America and the
Caribbean Dec. 9 in Caracas, Salvadoran rebel leader Guillermo Ungo called on the government of
President Jose Napoleon Duarte to resume talks with the FDR-FMLN (Democratic Revolutionary
Front-Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front), and opposition parties and other social groups
under the auspices of the National Reconciliation Commission. Ungo, who is president of the FDR,
declared that unless dialogue between the Christian Democrat government and its opposition both
armed and unarmed proceeds, a "democratic opening" in El Salvador is not possible. According
to the FDR leader, Duarte cannot further delay actions for promoting the reconstitution of the
National Reconciliation Commission established under the regional peace plan and the resumption
of dialogue with the FMLN without provoking a further deterioration in his credibility, already at an
all-time low. Ungo said that the requirements of the regional accord obligate Duarte to carry out a
serious investigation of the October murder of Herbert Anaya, president of the non-governmental
Committee on Human Rights in El Salvador (CDHES). [On Nov. 14, political opposition groups
withdrew from the Reconciliation Commission in protest over Anaya's murder. Earlier, the FMLN
suspended peace talks with the government, demanding that the Duarte administration undertake a
full investigation of the Anaya murder and prosecute those responsible.] Ungo stated that the FMLN
is willing to observe a cease-fire during the Christmas holiday period. However, he added, the
FMLN made a similar truce offer last year, and the government refused to participate. In reference
to his recent visit in El Salvador, the FDR president said that "as long as the government wants to
subject us [FDR leaders] to an amnesty on the condition that we break relations with the FMLN,
while also refusing to act against death squads..., it would be suicidal for us to return to El Salvador
on a permanent basis." Ungo arrived in the Venezuelan capital from the United States where he met
with UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar and House Speaker Jim Wright. (Basic data from
Prensa Latina, 12/09/87)
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